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JOSEPH SMITH LUMBERYARD 

26 WEST MAIN STREET 

This c. 1870 2-story, 3-bay building is a rarity in Westminster's 
business district in that its wood frame and clapboarding have not yet 
been covered over. However, the building has suffered recent alterations 
in the form of an arched front across the ground floor of the original 
building extending to the east over what was probably the original lumber­
yard. Old photographs show that this area of Main Street was not, a century 
ago, devoid of wood frame buildings, but there are virtually none left 
today. It is pleasantly fitting that this survivor's original function was 
to supply lumber to the City. 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Number 26 West Main Street, the "Joseph Smith Lumber Company", 
faces the north side of that street (St. Route 32) about halfway between 
Railroad Avenue and John Street in Westminster. The building today is 
in two sections, an original two-story section to the west, and a one-
story addition probably over the lumberyard area to the east. The 
original section is in the mainstream of the local vernacular t rad i t i on , , 
i . e . , i t is 2 stories t a l l and 3 bays wide; however, only i t s second 
f loor gives any evidence of the building's 100 years of age. On the 
south facade of the second f loor , are three, double-hung sash windows, 
regularly spaced; the westernmost window has six-over-six panes while 
those to the east are paned 6 /1 . Windows are, uniformally, simply en­
framed, their only decorations being wooden s i l l s . Above, the roof 
meets the wall by means of a 3-part, denticulated, modillioned, entab­
lature. Three pairs of these modi 11 ions are present on the south 
(principal) facade, i rregular ly spaced with the windows below. The 
surface of the second f loor is sheathed in clapboard, which is painted 
a pale yellow; t r im, window enframement and entablature are a l l painted 
olive green, which makes fine contrast. 

To the east, the second f loor has a similar appearance, but 
the facade is made longer by having 4 windows below the continued cor­
nice and f l a t roof. 

Recently, presumably when the present owners took over, the 
ground f loor of this original building was covered over by a pair of 
brick arches below a wooden-shingled pent-roof; this arrangement was 
continued to the east, creating a total of 5 arches, approximating an 
arcade ( i f one can imagine an arcade flush with the bui lding). A large, 
multi-paned, disDlav window f i l l s the top 2/3 of each of the four side 
arches; a green and yellow panel f i l l s the bottom th i r d . In the center 
within a s l ight ly larger arch, yellow, multi-paned, double doors lead 
to the new shop area, which is located on the ground f loor of the old 
building as well as covering the (presumed) lumberyard. The "arcade" 
continues, to meet the eastern bordering building with the flush wa l l . 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Number 26 West Main Street is a rar i ty in Westminster's 
business d i s t r i c t in that i t s wood frame and clapboarding have not 
yet been covered over. The building was most l i ke ly or ig inal ly used 
as a lumberyard - with the offices in the two-story section. Old 
photographs show that this area of Main Street was not, 100 years 
ago, devoid of wood frame buildings, but there are v i r tua l ly none 
l e f t today. I t is pleasant that this survivor's original function 
was to supply lumber to the City, as the 1887 City Directory points 
out. When i t was f i r s t b u i l t , before i t had i t s ground f loor lengthened, 
the building must have appeared to be a half-century later version of 
wood frame buildings found to the east, for example nos. 224 and 226 
East Main Street. I t kept the bracketed cornice and 3 bay appearance 
of these older structures, making necessary fashionable changes (such 
as lengthening the windows on the second story). However, i t seems 
that the building was not executed with the finesse displayed at those 
older structures, note the disharmonious relationship between window 
and brackets. However, despite these flaws, and despite the suburbani­
zation of the ground f loor , the building is crucial to the downtown 
streetscape, i f only for i t s wooden ra r i t y . (The yellow and green paint 
scheme now used could certainly have been used a 100 years ago when the 
building was new, and i t , l ike the wood i t covers, is refreshing.) 

The original plat of this portion of land, dated 1815, shows 
Jacob Mathias as the original owner of lots 15, 16, and 17; this piece 
contains our l o t ( lo t 16) and was sold by Mathias' executor, John T. 
Mathias, to Hoppe and Cover on April 2, 1862 for $1404 (Carroll County 
Deed Book 28, Page 56). Three days later the land was sold to George 
Orndorff (also spelled Orendorff) for $2800 (28/474). I t is unclear 
how George transferred t i t l e to John T. Orndorff, but he apparently d id , 
for we f ind John Thomas Orndorff sel l ing our lo t to Henry W. Dell on 
December 15, 1874 for $1239.78 (44/341). I t was probably at this time 
that Smith bu i l t his lumberyard renting the land from Dell. Dell sold 
the lo t to his son, Alfred G., on May 26, 1885 (Alfred was to pay his 
father $200 a year rent for Henry's l i f e ; 63/2) On September 14, 1908, Dell 
sold the lo t to Joseph W. Smith and John L. Reifsnider Jr. (109/424). 
Smith and Reifsnider had a lumber business cal led, coincidentally,"Smith 
and Reifsnider", probably an outgrowth of this old lumberyard of Joseph 
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Smith; as they prospered, they were able to buy freehold in the land that 
Smith had once rented. The lot stayed in that firm until its present 
owner took title on April 18, 1968, by Deed 436/29. 
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